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RESOLUTIONS 

Appointing a Committee on Organization, and regarding the 
printing and disposal of their Report. 



The following Resolutions were adopted by the Board of 
Regents : 

Op the 8th of September, 1846, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chancellor, from the 
members of the Board, to digest a plan to carry out the provisions of the act to 
establish the Smithsonian Institution, and that they report the same to the next 
meeting of the Board. 

Whereupon, the Chancellor appointed Mr. Owen, Mr. Hilliard, and Mr. 
Bache, said committee. 

And on the 9th of September, 1846, it was further 

Resolved^ That Mr. Choatb and Mr. PEimTSACEER be added to the com-* 
mittee appointed yesterday to digest a plan to carry out the provisions of the 
act establishing the Smithsonian Institution. 

On the 1st of December, 1846, the Chairman of the Committee 
on Organization reported; and, on the 21st of December, the 
report, on motion of the Chairman, was recommitted to the 
Committee. On the 25th of January, 1847, the Report, as here 
presented, was made, and certain resolutions therewith submit- 
ted ; and the whole series of resolutions recommended by the 
Committee, and herein appended to the Report, were finally 
adopted by the Board* They comprise the outline of an entire 
plan of organization, to carry out the provisions of the act estab- 
lishing the Smithsonian Institution. 

And it was fiirther 

Resolved, That, of this Report, in such form as it may be ultimately adopted i 
five thousand copies be printed, under the direction of the Secretary; and that 
he be required to transmit a copy of the same to each of the principal Scientific 
and Literary Societies, both in this and in other countries; and also to such 
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individuals of scientific or literary reputation as he may judge likely to £nd 
interest in the proceedings of the Institution. 

Resolved, That ten copies of the Report accompanying these Resolutions be 
Airnished to each member of the Senate and House of Representatives, and 
that each member be respectfully requested to transmit these to newspapers 
and to individuals, in his district or elsewhere, who may be likely to take 
interest in the proceedings of the Institution. 



NoTK.>— Mr. Pfi>mTBAcitBR, appointed, as above, a member of the Organic 
Eation Committee, died before the final report was made. On the 21st of 
January, 1847, it was 

Besolvedi That the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution have learned with 
profound sensibility, that, since their last meeting, the Honorable Isaac S. 
Pennybacker, late a member of this Board, has departed this life. 

Resolved, That in testimony of their high respect for the memory of their 
late associate, the members of this Board will wear the customary badge of 
mournings for the period of thirty days. 

Resolved, That these Resolutions be entered on the Journal, and a copy of 
them transmitted to the widow of the deceased » 



REPORT. 



ita^ 



'^ Fon the increase and difiusion of knowledge among men^' 
Were the words of Smithson's will — ^words used by a man 
accustomed to the strict nomenclature of exact science* They 
inform us, that a plan of organization, to carry into e&ct the 
intention of the testatoi^ must embrace two objects : one, the 
calling forth of new knowledge by original research ; and the 
other, the dissemination of knowledge already in existence. 

Sbcthson's words, liberal and comprehensive, exclude no 
branch of human knowledge ; nor is there any restrictive clause 
in the charter under which we act. That charter indicates a 
few items, chiefly relating to one of the above objects, and leaves 
the rest of the plan> under the general provision of the bequest^ 
to the discretion of the Boards 

First It sets forth, as one of the objects of the Institution) a 
library that shall contain valuable works in all departments of 
human knowledge* 

Second. It requires that there be provided in the buildings of 
ttie Institution a hall or halls suitable for a museum capable of 
containing, on a liberal scale> collections of natural history, in* 
eluding geology and mineralogy, and objects of foreign and 
curious research ; the large collection now in the Patent Office 
being transferred to the Institutk)n» 

Third. It requires that there be included in said building A 
cbemic^ laboratory. 

Fourth. The building is to contain) also, " the necessary lec- 
ture rooms." And, 

FlftL A gaUeiy of art. 
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These items, with the exception perhaps of the laboratory; 
relate to the diffusion of knowledge only. They render neces- 
sary an annual appropriation to collect and support a library ; 
another to maintain a museum ; and indicate an intention, that a 
portion of the annual interest should be applied to the advance- 
ment of physical science and the arts, in part by lectures. 

But, after enumerating these items, the framers of the charter 
added a clause of plenary powers, authorizing the Board, as to 
all funds not required for the above special purposes, to make 
of them " such disposal as they shall deem best suited for the 
promotion of the purpose of the testator." 

In obedience to the requirements of the charter, which leaves 
little discretion in regard to the extent of accommodations to 
be provided, your committee recommaid, that there be included 
la the building a museum of liberal size, fitted up to receive the 
collections destined for the institution ; and that library room suf- 
ficient for a hundred thousand volumes bd provided. They fur- 
ther recommend^ that the lecture rooms required by the act shall 
not exceed two in number, of which one of small size should 
adjoin the laboratory, and another might be large enough to 
receive an audience of a thousand persons.* 

As important as the cabinets of natural history, by the charter 
required to be included in the museum, your committee regard 
Its ethnological portion, including all collections that may supply 
items in the physical history of our species, and illustrate the man- 
ners, customs, religions and progressive advance of the various 
nations of the world : as, for example, collections of skulls, skele- 
tons, portraits, dresses, implements, weapons, idols, antiquities, of 
the various races of man. * 



*The plan of building adopted by the Board, out of thirteen different designs 
submitted to them by various architects, is that of Mr. James Ren wick, jr., of 
New York. It comprises a museum 200 feet by 50 ; a library 90 feet by 50 ; 
a gallery of art 125 feet long ; two lecture rooms, of which one is capable of 
containing an audience of 800 to 1000 persons ; cmd the other is connected with 
the laboratory, together with several smaller roomsi The style selected is the 
later Norman, or rather Lombard, as it prevailed in the twelfth century chiefly 
in Germany, Normandy, and in Southern Europe, immediately preeedii^ the 
introduction of the Gothic. 



9 

In the accumulation of these collections, the Institution has at 
command great facilities. The collections of the Exploring Ex- 
pedition, which already belong to its museum, furnish an ample 
commencement, especially as regards Polynesia. Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affiiirs and the various agencies under 
his control, the North American race can be reached ; and at 
small expense the collection of Indian curiosities already begun 
at the Patent Office may be rapidly extended. So, through our 
army and navy officers, and our consuls in foreign nations, Eu- 
ropean and South American collections (the. latter so recently 
enriched by modem ^discovery) might be gradually brought 
together. 

In this connexion, your committee recommend the passage of 
resolutions, asking the cooperation of certain public functiona- 
ries, and of the public generally, in furtherance of the above 
objects. 

Your committee are forther of opinion that, in the museum, if 
the funds of the Institution permit, might judiciously be included 
various series of models illustrating the pix)gress of some of the 
most useful inventions ; such, for example, as the steam engine, 
from its earliest and rudest form, to its present improved st^ta ; 
but this they propose only so far as it may not encro^h on 
ground already covered by the numerous models in tiie Patent 
Office. 

Specimens of staple materials, of their gr^al manufacture, 
and of the finished products of manufactiu^s and the arts, may 
also, your committee think, be usefully /ntroduced. This would 
supply opportunity to examipe saxpfiles of the best manufactured 
articles our country affords, an^ to judge her gradual progress in 

arts and manufactures. 

As chemistry was the fevorite study of Smithson's life, of which 
a considerable portiop was spent in his own laboratory, and as it 
IS, without doubt, one of the most comprehensive and important of 
the natural sciences, your committee recommend, that this depait- 
ment be fitted up in as complete a manner as modern science can 
suggest* And for the purpose of encouraging in the young men 
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of Our country origmal research in the same branch of science in 
which Smithson himself successfully labored, and inasmuch as 
many are now compelled, in order to complete their studies as 
practical chemists, to resort to Paris or Germany, your committee 
further recommend, that there be included m the building a work-' 
ing laboratory, somewhat, perhaps, after the model of that insti-> 
tuted by one of the ablest of German chemists, the celebrated 
LiEBEO ; to be opened under proper regulations and supenrisioD, 
without charge, to those who may desire to institute experim^its 
and prosecute researches for themselv^es in that science* 

The gallery of art, your Committee think, should include both ' 
paintings and sculpture, as well as engravings and architectural 
designs ; and it is deshrable to have, in connexion with it, one or ' 
more studios, in which young artists might copy without inteI^• 
ruption, being admitted under such regulatbns as the Board may 
prescribe. Your committee also think, that as the collection of 
paintings and sculpture will probably accumulate slowly, the room 
destined for a gallery of art might properly and usefully mean^ 
while be occupied, during the sessions of Congress, as an exhibi- 
iKm room for the works of artists generally ; and the extent and 
general usefulness of such an exhibition might probably be in^ 
creased, if an arrangement could be effected with the Academy 
of Design, the Arts-Union, the Artists' Fund Society, and other 
associations of skoilar character, so as to concentrate at the me- 
tropolis, for a certabi portion of each winter, the best results of 
talent in the fine art&. 

The charter provides, thso; the Secretary of the Institution may, 
with the consent of the Bo)«tl,>Qmploy asnstants; and the items 
above enumerated touching a Kbrary, moseum, and laboratory, 
seem to demand, at the proper time, th^ ^pokitment of not less 
than three such assistants : one as librarian one as curator of the 
museum, and one as chemmt. After a careful review of the 
-means of the Institution, and the annual demands upon it neces- 
sitated by the objects specially rehired in the charter^ your com^ 
mittee are not prepared, with the present endowment only at 
eomniand, to reoommcMid n greater extemion than these named 



• ; • ' 
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« 

fit permanent c^fficts requiriiifg sei«iiti6c or literaiy ^jfttifieations* 
And they &ink that the appomtmeats of curator and chemist 
may be postponed unt'd the time, or nearly the lime^ when the 
building is likdy to be completed. 

In these rarioas recommendatioDS> your committee have been 
gmded ciaefly by the words and specific recommen<bitions of the 
charter^ They are of ofttniob, however, that the task assigned 
&em would be ill per&rmed if they stopped short here, and 
neglecfled to avail themselves of the authority, libemlly> and wisely, 
your committee think, conferred upon the Board, after providing 
Ibr the above special objects to such extent as they may consider 
necessary and proper, to dispose of the remaining funds, annually 
accruing^ in such n^anner as ^^ they shall deem best suited ibr the 
promotion of the purpose of the testator." 

^^ Increase and diffusion of knowledge," your committee beg 
leave to repeat, was that purpose. 

How can knowledge be increased? 

By original research throughout its varioils fields ; yielding^ 
when successfully prosecuted, positive addiikxas to the sum of 
wlmt bad theretofore been known. 

For this, there is no pro^bn in the items specifically enumer* 
ated in the bSl and above provided for, except, it may be, in the 
chemical department, where the chemist, or others engaging in 
experiment and investigation, may fumbh actual oontributions to 
the science of chemistiy. 

But how may original researches generally be encouraged and 
called Ibrlb? 

First, by premiums, yoair committee think, annually offered for 
original papers on such subjects as may be sdected ; it being 
a stribt condttkxi^ that eiich paper accepted and obtaining a pre- 
mium, shall contain a specific additk>n to the sum of human knowl- 
edge, resting upontMriginal tiarvestigatkms, and not mere unverified 
^ hypotheses. The accq^ paper may be publbhed in the suc- 
cessive mimbei^ of Ti^cbisactions, whbh may be entitled <^ Smith- 
aenian Contributwns to Knowledge," and whksh your committee 
recommend to be issued periwfically or ocGasionaUy, as mateiials 
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present themselves. The names of the competitors for premiumsF 
should, in all cases, remain unknown until the award is made^ 

A liberal price might also be paid for other papers that may 
\}e considered worthy of a place in the Transactions^ 

Again, as an additional means of promoting increase of knowl^ 
edge, special appropriations may occasionally be made, to institute 
definite lines of research under the direction of competent persons ; 
after the manner, perhaps, of the British Association^ Such appro- 
priations, however, your committee think, should be made with 
great care ; for important objects only, and where there is fair 
promise of speedy result: and it might be advisable, as an ad« 
ditional guarantee, that in deciding the kind of research and the 
amount of money to be appropriated, the Board avail itself of 
the suggestions of a council o( scientific men. 

In the prosecution of researches undertaken at the instance of 
the Institution, and requiring the aid of valuable apparatus, the 
ule of that belonging to the Institution might, under proper regu- 
lations, be granted. 

TMs stimulating and cherishing of research in unexplored 
fields seems to your committee the more necessary and proper in 
a country like ours, where but few have at command that easy 
leisure, common in older countries, and there permitting the prose- 
cution of researches through years, or a lifetime, without expecta- 
tion or necessity of pecuniary return. 

Your committee are aware that the researches here recommend' 
ed, no matter how intrinsically important, demanded as they are, 
too, by the wording of the bequest which endowed our Institutioiv, 
will be likely, in their inception and first publication, to interest 
a comparatively small circle only. The Transactbns of the 
Institution can be expected to oVtain but a limited circulation. 
Not that the discoveries there to be presented are of little in- 
trinsic importance, and bear no ptaetical fruit: the reverse is 
true. Some may be immediately productive ; others will include ^ 
investigations, unproductive in themselves lor the time, yet the 
necessary preliminaries to the actuaJ discovery of modes and 
forms that become, in everyday lif^, productive and profitable;: 
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for invention is but the practical applioatbn of scientific results. 
But the severe investigations in physics which ultimately resulted 
in the steam engine and the magnetic telegraph, inventions that 
are now revolutionizing the world, attracted in their original form 
die attention only of the strictly scientific. To reach the people 
generally, other and further means must be employed. And this 
brings your committee to speak of the testator's second object — 

The diffasion of knowledge among men. 

In connexion with this branch of Mr. Smithson's purpose, your 
committee are reminded nf the wide-spread and beneficent influ- 
ence, reaching to the remotest hamlet and the humblest hearth, 
exerted, not in England alone, but in other and distant countries, 
by the British " Society for the DiJSusion of Useful Knowledge,'* 
its Scientific Tracts, and its Penny Magazine. 

This example indicates the most effectual mode of reaching 
the popular mind of the world. Influenced by the results of 
such experience, your committee recommend the issuing, to such 
extent as the funds of the Institution permit, of publications, in 
brief and popular form, (m subjects of general mterest. They 
advise, also, that courses of free lectures be delivered during the 
session of Congress, in the lecture rooms of the Institution, by its 
officers, or by able men in the different branches, of knowledge, 
who should be invited for the purpose, and paid out of the funds 
of the Institution. It should also, your committee think, be made 
the duty of the Secretary and his Assistants to exhibit, in these 
lecture rooms, at stated periods, experimental illustrations of new 
discoveries in science, and interesting and important inventions 
in the arts. 

And, if now or hereafter the funds of the Institution permit, 
they think it desirable that such lectures should not be restricted 
to Washington, but should be given by lecturers selected by the 
Institotbn, throughout the United States. 

The difficulty, in thb latter recommendation, is the great 
expense that must be incurred to procure the delivery of such 
lectures by men of suitable ability, throughout every section of 
the Uflioni without preference or omisskHiL 
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Though neither the bequest nor the charter restrict the subjects 
that may be treated ki publbation and teeture, yet, as the iunds 
of the Institution are limited, and some selection £rom the vast 
raoge of bmnsn subjects (^ ieqairy must be made, your commit* 
tee recommend, that, in the first place, dieelSbrts of the InstitutioQ 
be chiefly directed to the d^Rision of knowledge in the phyncal 
sciences, in the useful arts, and in the theory and practice of pub* 
lie education. They suggest, that the leetures and populsMT pub- 
Uoations c^ the Instibodon liiay usefitUy treat, of agriculture and 
its latest impnwements ; of ifae piodacdve arte oflife; of the 
^ienoes, and the ad lAey bring to labor; of common-pscboi^t 
instruction, induding the proper conslniction of school rooms, the 
mo^ improved apparatus for teaclung, and the most judicious 
management, moral and intdllecttial, of children in oommon 
schools. They might also, if suilable taleoi can be inlisted, 
treat o[ history, natural and civil, ineludbg the physical history 
cif the various races of men, and tjbe graiiual advance of eac^ to 
its present state of civSization ; of political economy in its pcae^ 
eal connexion with ihe everj^y business of life ; and, g^iendly, 
touch upon any departmeot of uaefiil knowledge ndt striolly 
pcofessional. 

By such means, we may eeas(Hi8i)ly expect gradusdly to fsik 
wfp a love of science anoong those in whose minds, for lack of an 
awakening word, it now lies dormant; and iby directing the at* 
tendon of the people generaHy to die rich sources cf Itnowledge 
Aat eveiy where exist around them and beneadi their feet, by de* 
grees to substitute, for the ddeterious excitements sought in haunts 
of dissipation, the healthful and humanizing interest to be ibund 
in scientific research. The inestimable importance of common- 
school education, and the practical mtens of increasing and 
improving it, raigltf thus also be presKd home upon those, 
whose children have often bo other moans of instruction or im- 
provement. 

As an additional means ^ difiiising kuDwledge, your comout- 
tee suggest the publicatkm of a senes of Reports, to be puUbhed 
annually or oftener, contaimog m eondse record of pro^iress in 



the different branobes of kppwl^c^e, compiled from the jouriuils 
of all languages and the transactions of scientific and learned 
3QCieUes tbrpugbout the world. The matter of these reports 
fisaf be furnished by collaborators eminent in their respective 
braochevs; and these should be supplied mth all the wor^s 
Qecessarj to a proper execution of their task, ai^d paid in pro* 
poiitioo to their r^pective labors. Copies of these Smithsonian 
Reports may be furnished to the principal libraries and scientifip 
societies of the cQu^ntry free p( expense, and sold tQ individuals at 

a small price. 

Your committee neg lefive here to remark, that with the liimjtecji 
awual income of the In^iutution^ charged as it is with extei^^ve 
coHectionsi, to maintain which will prove a considerable yearly 
4faia on its funds, they 4o not irpagipe or propose that all the 
secommeadatioas b^re sqt down should be carried out, at lea3t 
MBQukaneousdy. These ve put forward as objects which yo^r 
committee consider desirable and strictly within the purpose of the 
bequest. Such as may seem to the Board the most importapt may 
he first attempted* Oth^ |^ortiQn^ qf the plan m^y follow in ihek 
Hirn. And experience ^ill gradually sift OMt W'batever is n¥)st 
judicious and elective. 

Your committee are of opipion, thiat it does notccnne properly 
within the scope of our Institution to impart professional education ; 
and therefore they recommend no 3eboQl of any of the learned pro- 
fewlons, nor my professMsbips of aacient languages, or others of 
similar character* It is not, however, their purpose to exclude 
lectures of a general chmcter on subjects connected with any of 
th^e professions, but only to 9but out those courses of lectures 
which treal of them in professional details The studies referred 
to are already provided for in numerous institutions throughout 
the United States ; and it ha3 been the endeavor of your com- 
nuttee, not only in this iaslapce, bqt througbont the entire pl^oi 
here submitted, to occupy, so far as may be, ground hitherto 
untenanted, and rather to step in where it comes not within the 
province of other institutioos, learned or litersiry, to extend their 
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efibrts, than to compete with them in fields of labor peculiarly 
their own. 

The party politics of the day, on which men differ so widely and 
so warmly, should not, your committee think, enter among the 
subjects treated of in any lecture or publicatbn put forth under 
the sanction of the Institution. And they would deeply regret 
to see party tests and party wranglings obtrude themselves on the 
neutral ground of science and education } jeoparding, as such in* 
trusion surety would, the tranquillity of the Institution, disturbing 
the even tenor of its action, perhaps assaulting its welfare, cer- 
tainly contracting the sphere of its usefulness. 

Your committee think it important that the Institution, at the 
time it is first opened, should have already in its library a collec- 
tion of such valuable works of reference, as, in the prosecution of 
its plan, may be required. In order, to attain that object, your 
committee recommend, that, for the present, twenty thousand dol- 
lans be set aside for the purchase of books and fitting up of the 
library. 

An additional reason which has induced your committee to 
recommend, out of the accrued interest, so large an appropria,tion 
at the outset, is, that large annual appropriations from the accruing 
interest, after the Institution is under weigh, are thereby rendered 
the less necessary. 

In proposing that, in the building about to be erected, there 
should be provided library room sufficient to receive a hundred 
thousand volumes, your committee yielded rather to what seemed 
a fair concession to the spirit of the eighth section of our charter, 
than to their own deliberate conviction that a library of more than 
half that size could, with the present means of our Institution, 
advantageously be purchased. 

But, without a vast accumulation of books in this metropolis, 
your committee conceive, that the Librarian of the Smithsonian 
Institution may, under a proper system, become a centre of literary 
and bibliographical reference for our entire country. Your com- 
mittee recommend, that the Librarian be instructed to procure 



iMMtalogue^ writtea.or printed, of all importaiH public lifaranes in 
the United States, and also, in proportion as they can be obtain^ 
ed^ printed catalogues of the principal libraries in Europe, and 
the laofe important works on biblie^phy. With these beside 
him, he may be consulted by the scholar, the student, the authoi^ 
ttie historian, from erery section of tbe Uiiioa» and will be pre-> 
pured to inform them whether any works they may desire to 
examine are to be found in the United States^ and, if so, in whal 
Uhrafy ; or^ if ia Europe only^ in what country, of Europe tbey 
must be sought. 

Informed by these catalogues, it will be easy^ and your com-* 
miltee think desirable, fot those who may be charged with the 
seteotion ot booksy to make the Smithsonkm libmiy chiefly a sup^ 
plemental one; to purchase, for the most part^ valuable worics, 
wUcb are not to be ibuod .^kewhero in the Union ; . thus carrjring 
out the principle to which your committee has sdready alluded as 
infiuencing all their recommendations^ that it b expedient, as far 
as may be, to occupy untenanted ground* 

Exceptions to this rule must hero, of- oouise^ be made ; as in 
the ease of standard works of reference required for the immedi- 
ate purposes of the Institution, and also of the very numerous 
\v»>rks, many of current 'science, which> by a proper system of 
exchanges, we may proouFO without purchase^ In this latter 
connexion, the Transactions and Reports of the Institution will 
obtain for us valuaUe relQrns« 

In Mowing out thb mode of colleoting a library for the Insti- 
tutbn, whenever a particnlar class of works of importance is found 
to be specially deficient in the libraries of our country, the vacan- 
cy may be filled* The Librarian might also procure, by entering 
into •correspondence with the librarians of other countries, any 
special sextracts or items of infotrmation required by students^ 

Your committee consider it inexpedient to commence the regu- 
lar purchase of books, until about a year before the time when thQ 
bnilding is prepared to reoeive them. Meanwhile, lists and cata- 
logues should be procured; 

ForvtheproeaiementQfjcliemicj^iaad.philosopb^ appamusl|^ 
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models^ &c.^ your committee recommend, for the {iresent, an ap^ 
propriation of four thousand dollars. If the funds permit, four 
thousand dollars more, your committee think, might profitably 
be appropriated for this object before the opening of the Institu^ 
tion. 

Before concluding their report, your committee desire to add 
a few words touching the duty and qualifications of one of the 
officers of the Institution. 

Inasmuch as thef Chancellor of the Smithsonian Institution^ 
being a regent, can receive no salary for his services, it results, 
almost necessarily, that the Secretary should become its chief 
executive officer. The charter seems to have intended that be 
should occupy a very responsible position; granting, as it does, 
to the Secretary, in conjunction with the Chancellor, the power 
to determine the necessity^ and the anKMint, of appropriations 
made for the purposes of the InstitutioUi . 

The office of Secretary must, in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, be regarded, not as one to be filled by any man capable to 
act as recording clerk, or to receive, with politeness, the visitors 
of the Institution, or to reply, with mechanical propriety, to its 
correspondents; but as an office on the doe administratbn of 
which the executive efficiency of our Institution at horpe and its 
reputation abroad, mainly depend ; an office, then, demanding, in 
its incumbent, weight of character and a high grade of talent* 

To secure such stamp of talent as your committee consider 
essential in a Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, it may be 
necessary to attach to the office a considerable salary. The best 
talent, in any country, ever commands a high remuneration ; and 
though money cannot always command talent, it is, as a general 
rule, one of the elements necessary to obtain it. Inadequate char- 
acter and qualifications are not worth purchasing, at any rate, no 
matter how low. The money spent to procure them is utterly 

^ast away. 

Your committee think it would be an advantage if a competent 
Secretary could be found, combining also the qualifications of a 
professor of the highest standing m some branch of science. If 



'*t) these be added efficiency as an executive officer and a knowl- 
edge of the world, we may hope to see filling this distinguished 
post a man who, when brought into communication with dis- 
tinguished men and societies in this and other countries, shall 
be capable, as representative of the Smithsonian Institution, to 
reflect honor on the office, not requiring to borrow distincUon 
from it. 

Your committee will not withhold their opinion, that upon the 
choice of this single officer, more probably than on any one other 
act of the Board, will (jbpend the future good name and success 
and usefulness of the Smithsonian Institution. 

A similar view, your committee believe, has been taken of this 
matter by the principal scientific societies throughout the woridv 
Newton disdained not to answer, at much length, the friendly * 
and able criticisms on some of his theories addressed to him by 
Oldenburg, first Secretary of th^ London Royal Society ; and 
the name of Arago, Secretary of the Academy of Sciences, 
of Paris, is known and honored wherever science extends her 
sway. 

All which is respectftdly submitted. 

ROBERT DALE OWEN, 

Chairman, 



The following Resolutions^ appended to the Report of the Com- 
mittee and recommended ibr adoption, were, after debate, passed 
by the Board* 

Reselved, That it is expedient, and demanded by the will of the 
testator, that, in our plan of organization, the increase of knowl- 
edge by original research should form an essential feature ; that, 
in furtherance of this object, premiums be offered at such times 
and to such amounts as the Board may hereafter xlecide, for 
original papers, containing positive additions to the sum of hu- 
man knowledge; and that these, together with other suitable 
papers, be published in Transactions of the Institution, to be 
entitled "Smithioaian Contributions to Knowledge," and to be 
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issued periodically or occasionally^ in quarto form, as materials 
may be obtained. 

fiesolvedj That it is within Ujie strict purpose of the trusty and 
may materialljf advance its le^il^imate objects^ occasionally to 
make specifics appropriations for definiter lines of reatearcb, the* 
results to be published as above. 

Resolvedf That, with a view to the diffusion of knowledge, therer 
may properly be included in the plan of organization the issuing' 
of publications, in brief and popular form, on subjects of general 
interest. 

Resohedf That, with a simtlar object, thfere may also properly 
be included in the plan of orgaiiizdtion tlfe issuing of periodical 
reports, containing records of the progress of knowledge m its 
dlffisrent branches^ 

' Be^olved, T^at t;here may also properly be incbidad in the pfan 
free lectures, to be diel^veredbycojg^peteot personsi on usef^l^ 8ub<^ 
jects ; and, that it may advantageousjy be m^de a part of the duty 
of the Secretary and bis Assistants, to give, in the lecjtujce ropnis 
of the iQst^tutipn^ at st^te^ perip^, illjiistrations of djb^veri^ in 
science, and important inventions in the arts. 

Besides the above Resolutions, ori^nally reported by the Com*^ 
mittee on Organization, the following additional Resolutions^ 
submitted by a member of the Committee on Organization, as 
a compromise between two great confiicfing opinions, were 
adopted by the committee, and passed by the Board : 

Resolved, That it is the intention of the act of Congress estab^ 
lishing the Institution, and in accordance with the design of Mr^ 
Smithson, as expressed in his will, that one of the principal modes 
of executing the act and the trust, is the accumulation of collections 
of specimens an^d objects of natural history ttud of elegamt art, and 
the gradi»al formation of a library of valuaUe works pertaining to^ 
aQ departments of human knowledge, to the end that a copious 
storehouse of materials of science, literature, and art, may be pro-' 
vided, which shall excite and diffuse the love of learning among 
men, and shall assist the original investigations and efforts of 
those who may devote themselves to the pursuit of any Inrancb 
of knowledge. 

Resolved, T^at, ^r tbe purjrose of carrying inta tfflSact tke two* 



pnncipal modes of executing the act and trust pointied out in the 
resolutions herewith submitted, the permanent appropriations out 
of the accruing interest shall, so soon as the buildings are com- 
pleted, be annually as follows, that is to say: 

First. For the forination of a library co^iposed of valuable 
^orks pertaining to all departments of useful, knowledge, and 
for the procuring, arranging, and preserving of the various col** 
lections of the Institution, as well of natural history and objeeds 
•of foreign and curious research and of elegant art, as others^ 
including salaries and all other generd expenses connected ^ith 
th^ same, excepting thpse of the first complete arrangement of all 
such cbllectioiis and objects as now belong t6 the United States, 
in the Museum of the Institution, when completed, together with 
one-half of the salary of the Secretary, the sum of fifteen thousand 
^iollaris. 

Secondly^ For the preparation and publication of transactions, 
reports, and all other publications of the Institution, including 
appropriations for original researches, and premiums for original 
papers ; for the delivery of all lectures and payment of all lec- 
turers ; and ibr all general expenses connected with said lectures 
and publicatiohs, together with one-half of the salary of the Sec- 
retary, die remainder of the annually accruing interest:* it being 
understood diat all getieral and incidental expenses not specially 
<^onnected with either of the above two great divisions of the plan 
of the Institution, shall be equally divided between them. 

Resohed, That it is the opinion and intention of the Board, that 
ill the appropriation for the objects of the Institution of any sur- 
plus of accrued interest which may remain after the completion 
of the buildingiB of the Institution, an equal division shall be mad^ 
between the two great branches ; that is to say, one-half shall he 
appropriated to the library and museum fund, and the other half 
to the ftind for original research, publications, and lectures ; and 
that, in regard to all other funds hereafter to accrue to the Institu- 
tion, the same division be made. 

' In accordance with the above plan of Organization, and tending 



*Th<e annual amount appropriated by this clause ia fifteen tliousand nine 
ftuaiuhred and tea doUara. 
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to carry out its details, the following Resolutions, submitted bj the 
Committee, were adopted by the Board : 

Resolved, That, for the present, out of the interest accruing to* 
the Institution, the sum of twenty thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, for the purchase of books and the 
gradual fitting up of a Library, and all other incidental expenses 
relating to the librafy, except the salaries of the Librarian or 
Librarians ; the said appropriation to commence from the first of 
January, eighteen hundred and forty-eight. 

Resolved, That the pwtion of the building to be for the present 
set apart for a library be of sufficient capacity to Qontain not less 
than one hundred thousand volumes ; and that it is desirable that 
the plan should be such a» to render an extension practicable, if 
hereafter desired. 

Resolved, That, for the present, the sum of four thousand dollars, 
out of the interest accruing to the Institution, be appropriated, for 
the purchase of philosophical and chemical apparatus, models, 
&c. ; the said appropriation to commence on the first day of Jan- 
uary next. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, of Wai:, 
and of the Navy of the United States,, be respectfully invited to 
furnish to consuls and other public officers, in this and foreign 
countries, under their respective Departments, such suggestions 
' as they may deem proper, in regard to the procurement, as op- 
portunity offers, of additions to the Museum of the Institution, 
especially to its ethnological department; that three hundred 
copies of this report, when printed, he placed at the disposal of 
each of the above-named Secretaries, as an explanation to these 
public functionaries of the views of the Institution in regard to a 
Museum ; and that five hundred dollars be, and the same is here- 
by, appropriated, out of the accruing interest^ to pay transporta- 
tion, or other expenses connected with the transmission from 
foreign parts to Washington, of any collections thus made. And 
to such contributions, when placed in the Museum^ the name of 
the officer obtaining and forwarding the same shall, in all cases, 
be appended. / 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be respectfully invited to 
furnish to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs such suggestions 
as he may deem proper regarding the procurement, from the 
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Indian country, of collections for the Museum of the Smithsonian 
Institution, illustrating the natural history of the country, and, 
more especially, the physical history, manners, and customs of 
the various tribes of aborigines on the North American Conti- 
nent; that one hundred copies of this Report, when printed, be 
placed at his disposal, as a means of informing the various Indian 
Agents of the special character of the collections desired ; and 
that the sum of five hundred dollar^ be, and the same is hereby, 
annually appropriated, out of the accruing interest of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, for the procurement and transportation of such 
Indian collections ; and, when placed in the Museum, there shall 
be appended to each the name of the agent through whom the 
same may be procured. 

Resolved, That the public generally be invited to furnish con- 
tributions to the Museum of the Smithsonian Institution , and 
that all such contributions, when considered worthy of a place, 
shall be labelled with the name and residence of the donor. 

And, previous to the election of a Secretary, the following 
Resolution, submitted by the Committee, was adopted by the 
Board : 

Resolved, That itis essential for the advancement of the proper 
interests of the trust, that the Secretary of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution be a man possessing weight of character and a high 
grade of talent; and that it is further desirable that he possess 
eminent scientific and general acquirements ; that he be a man 
capable of advancing science and promoting letters by original 
research and effort, well qualified to act as a respected channel 
of communication between the Institution and scientific and 
literary individuals and societies in this and foreign countries ; 
and, in a word, a man worthy to represent, before the world 
of science and of letters, the Institution over which this Board 
presides. 



APPENDIX. 



WILL OP MR. SMitHSOir. 

I, Jambs Smithson, son of Hugh, first Duke of Northumberland, and Eliza- 
beth, heiress of the Hungerfords of Audley and niece of Charles the Proud, 
Duke of Somerset, now residing in Bentinck Street, Gayen4ish Square, do this 
23d day of October, 182&, make this my last will and testament: 

I bequeath the wh(4e of my property of every nature and kind soever to 
my bankers, Messrs. Drummonds of Charing Cross, in trust, to be disposed of 
in the following manner, and desire of my said executors to put my property 
under the management of the court of chancery. 

To John Fitall, formerly my servant, but now employed in the London 
Docks, and residing at No. 27, Jubilee Place, North Mile End, Old Town, 
in consideration of his attachihent and fidelity to me, and the long and great 
care he has taken of my effects, and my having done but very little for him, 
I gire and bequeath the annuity or annual sum of <s^lOO sterling for his life, 
to be paid to him quarterly, fHe fh>m legacy duty and dll other deducfioils, 
the first payment to be made to him at the ejtpiration of three months after 
my death. I have at divers times lent sums of money to Hienry Hohori 
Juilly, formerly my servant, but now keeping the Hungerford Hotels in the 
Rue Caamartin at Paris, and for whieh sums of money I have unddtied billi 
or bonds signed by him. Now I will and direet Uiat if he demres it, these 
sums of money be let remain in his hands at an ifitonist of five per eent. fimr 
five years afVer the dclte of Uie present will. 

To Henry James Hungerford, my nephew, heretofore called Henty James 
Dickinson, sod of my late brother Lieut. Col. Henry Louis Dickinson^ now 
residing with Mr. Auboin, at Bourg la Reine, near Pans, I give and bequea^ 
for his life the whole of the income arising horn my property of every natarft 
and kind whatever, aAer the payment of the above annnity , and after the dea& 
of John Fitall, that annuity likewtse, the payments to be at ^e time the inters 
est or dividends become due on the stocks or other property fVtmi which the 
ineome arises. 

I^ould the said Henry James Hungerford have a diild or children, legitt* 
mate or illegftimate, I leave to such child or children, his or their heirs, eiecd- 
tors and asiigns, after the death of his,, he^, or their father, ihe whole of my 
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property of every kind absolutely and forever, to be divided between them 
if there is more than one, in the manner their father shall judge proper, and 
in case of his omitting to decide this, as the Lord Chancellor shall judge 
proper. 

Should my said nephew Henry James Hungerford marry, I empower him 
to make a jointure. 

In case of the death of my said nephew without leaving a child or children, 
or of the death of the child or children he may have had under the age of 21 
years or intestate, I then bequeath the whole of my property, subject to the 
annuity of ^100 to John Fitall, and for the security and payment of which I 
mean stock to remain in this country, to the United States of America, to found 
at Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an establish- 
ment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men. 

I think it proper here to state, that all the money which will be standing in 
the French five per cents, at my death in the names of the father of my above 
mentioned nephew, Henry James Hungerford, and all that in my name, is the 
property of my said nephew, being what he inherited from his father, or what 
I have laid up for him from the savings upon his income. 

JAMES SMITHSON. [l. s.] 



ACT OF CONGRESS ACCEPTING BECIUEST. 

AN ACT to authorize and enable the President to assert and prosecute with effect the claim 
of the United States to tiie legacy bequeathed to them by James Smithson, late of London, 
deceased, to found at Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an estab- 
lishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men. 

[Sec 1.] Be it enacted by (he Senate and Howe of RepresentaHvea of (he United 
States of Jhneriea in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to constitute and appoint an agent or agents, to 
assert and prosecute for and in behalf of the United States, and in their name 
or otherwise, as may be advisable, in the Court of Chancery, or other proper 
tribunal of England, the right of the United States to the legacy bequeathed 
to them by the last will iuid testament of James Smithson, late of London, 
deceased, for the purpose- of founding at Washington, under the name of the 
Smithsonian Institution, an establishment for the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge among men; and to empower such agent or agents so appointed to 
receive and grant acquittances for all such sum or sums of money, or other 
funds, as may or shall be decreed or adjudged to the United States, for, or on 
account, of said legacy. 

Sec. 2. ^nd be it further enacted, That the said agent or agents shall, before 
receiving any part of said legacy, give a bond or bonds, in the penal sum of 
five hundred thousand dollars, to the Treasurer of the United States, and his 
successors in office, with good and sufficient securities to the satisfaction of the 
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Secretary of the Treasury, for the faithful performance of the duties of the 
said agency, and for the faithful remittance to the Treasurer of the United 
States of all and every sum or sums of money, or other funds, which he or 
they may receive, for payment in whole or in part of the said legacy. And 
the Treasurer of the United States is hereby authorized and required to keep 
safely all sums of money or other funds which may be received by him in 
virtue of the said bequest, and to account therefor separately from all other 
accounts of his office, and subject to such further disposal thereof as may be 
hereafter provided by Congress. 

Sec. 3. Jind be U further enacted, That any and all sums of money, and other 
funds, which shall be received for or on account of the ssdd legacy, shall be 
applied in such manner as Congress may hereafter direct, to the purpose of 
founding and endowing at Wa^ngton, under the name of the Smithsonian 
Institution, an establishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among men; to which application of the said moneys £^nd other funds, the faith 
of the United States is hereby pledged. 

Sec. 4. tAnd be it further enacted, That, to the end that the claim to the said 
bequest may be prosecuted with effect, and the necessary expenses in prose*^ 
cuting the same be defrayed, the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, autjiorized to apply to that purpose any sum not exceeding ten thousand 
doUari^, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved 1st of July, 1836. 



ACT ESTABLISHING THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

AN ACT to establiab the « Smithsonian Institution," for the increase and difTusion of knowl- 
edge among men. 

James Smithson, Enquire, of London, in the Kingdom of Great Britain, having by his last 
will and testament given the whole of his property to the United States of America, to 
Ibund at Wiishington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an establishment 
for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men ; and the United States having, 
by an act of Congress, received said property and accepted said trust; therefore, tot 
tbe faithful execution of said trait according to the will of the liberal and enlightened 
donor — 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the IJnittd States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the President and Vice President of the 
United States, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Sec- 
retary of War, the Secretary' of the Navy, the Postmaster General, the 
Attorney General, the Chief Justice, and the Commissioner of the Patent 
Office of the United States, and the Mayor of the city of Washington, during 
the. time for which they shall hold their respective offices, and such other per- 
sons as they may elect honorary members, be, and they are hereby, constituted 
an '* establishment," by the name of the <* Smithsonian Institution," for the 
increase and diffusion of knowledge among men; and by that name shall be 



2S 

known ahd Mve perpetual ^accession, with the powers^, limitatidns, and 
restrictions hereinafter contained, and no other. 

Slic. 3. .^ftd be itfuriher enadied, l*hat so much of the properly 6f the ttai^ 
James Smithson as has been received in moneys and paid into the Treasdry 
6f the XJ^nited States, being the sum of five hundred and fifteen thousand on^ 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars, be lent to the United States Treasury, at six 
per cent, per annum interest from the first day of Septemb^, in the year dud 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, when the same was received into tK6 
said treasury; and that so much of the interest as may havie accrued on said tmoA 
bn the fitst day of July next, which will amount to the sunt of two hundred and 
forty-twd thousand one hundred and twedty-nine dollars, or so Much thereolT 
as ishall by the Board of Regents of the Institutidii estdblished by this act btt 
deemed necessary, be, £tnd the same is hereby, appropriated fbr the erectibti 
of suitable buildings, and for other current incidental expenses of said Institu^ 
tibh; arid that six per cent, interest on the said tirust fUnd — ^it being the said 
amount of fiveiiundred and fifteen thousand one hundred and sixty-nine dol- 
lars received into the United States Treasury 6ii the finit of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eighty payable, in half-yearly payments^ 
an the first of January and July in each year — ^bej &nd the same is hereby; 
appropriated for thie perpetual maintenance and support of said.Institutibn; 
and all expenditui^s and appropriations to be made, fh)m time to time, to'th6 
purposes of the Institution aforesaid, shall be exclusively from the accruing 
interest, and not from the principal of the said fund, ^nd he it further enacted^ 
That all the moneys and stocks which have been, or may hereafter be, received 
into the Treasury of the United States on account of die fund bequeathed by 
James Smithson, be, and the same hereby are, pledged to refund to the Treas- 
ury of the United States the sums hereby appro|iriated. 

Sec. 3. ,^nd he it further enacted^ That the business of the said Institution 
shall be conducted at the city of Washington by a Board of Regents by tii6 
name of the Regents of the ** Smithsonian Institution," to be composed of 
the Vice President of the United States, the Chief Justice of the United States;; 
iind the Mayor of the city of Washington, during the time for which they shall 
hold their respective ofiices; three members of the Senate, and three members 
of the House of Representatives, together with six other persons, other than 
members of Congress, two of whom shall be members of the National Insti- 
tute in the city of Washington, and resident in the said city; and the other 
four thei^of shall be inhabitants of States, and no two of them of the same 
State. And the Regents, to be selected as aforesaid, shall be appointed im- 
mediately after the passage of this act — the nriembers of the Senate by the 
President thereof, the members of the House by the Speaker thereof, and the 
six other persons by joint resolution of the Senate and House of Riepresenta- 
tives; and the members of the House so appointed shall, serve until the fourth 
Wednesday in December, the second next after the passage of this act; and 
then^ and biennially thereafter, on every alternate fourth Wednesday of De- 
cember, a like number shall be appointed in the same manner, to serve until 
the fburdi Wednesday in December, the second succeeding their appointment. 



And tlie Senators so appointed shall serve during the term for wKich they shall 
hold, without rei^Iection, their office as Senators. And vacancies, occasioned 
by death, resignation, or otherwise} shall be filled as vacancies in committees 
are filled; and the other six members aforesaid shall serve^ two for two years» 
two for four years, and two for six years; the terms of service, in the first 
{dacC) to be detern^ined by lot; but after the first term* tken their regular term 
of service shall be six years; and new elections thereof shall be made by joint 
resolution of Congress; and vacancies occasioned by death, resignation^ or 
otherwise, may be filled in like manner, by joint resolution of Congjcess. And 
the said Regents shsdl meet in the city of Washington on the first Monday of 
September next after the passage of this act, and oi^ganize by the election of 
one of their number as Chancellor, "who shall be the presiding oMcer of said 
Board of Regentsi by the name of the Chancellor of tHe " Smithsonian Insti-* 
tution," and a suitable person as Secretary of said Institution, who shall also 
be the Secretary of said Board of Regents; said Board shall also elect three of 
their own body as an Executive Committee, and said Regents shall then fix 
on the time for the regular meetings of said Board; and on application of any 
three of the Regents to the Secretary of the said Institution, it shall be his duty 
to appoint a special meeting of the Board of Regents, of which he shall give 
notice by letter to each of the members; and at any meeting of said Board, five 
shall constitute a quorum to do business. And each member of said Board 
shfillbe paid his necessary travelling and other actual expenses in attending 
meetings of the Board, which shall be audited by the Executive Committee* 
and recorded by the Secretary of said Board) but his services as Regent shall 
be gratuitous. And whenever money is required for the payment of the debts 
or performance of the contracts of the Institution) incurred or entered into in 
conformity with the provisioM of tliis act, or for making the purchases and 
executing the objects authorized by this act) the Board of Regents, or the 
Executive Committee thereof* may certify to the Chancellor and Secretary of 
the Board that such sum of money is required; whereupon* they shall examine 
the same, and, if they shall approve thereof* shall certify the same to the proper 
ofiteer of the Treasury for payment. And the said Board shall submit to Con« 
grete, at each session thereof* a report of the operations* expenditures* and 
condition of the Institution. 

Sec. 4. ^nd bp itfurtiur enaet^dt That after the Board a£ Regents shall have 
met and become organized, it shall be their duty forthwith to proceed to select 
a suitable site for such building as may be necessary for the Institution; which 
ground may be taken and appropriated out of that part of the public ground 
in the city of Washington lying between the Patent Ofiice and Seventh street! 
Ptwidid, The President of the United States, the Secretary of State, the Secf 
retary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, and 
the Commissioner of the Patent Office, shall consent to the saine; but if the 
peVsotts last named shall not consent, then such location may b^ made upon 
any other of the public grounds within the city of Washington, belonging to 
the United iStates, which said Regents may select, by and with the consent of- 
the persons herein named; and the said ground so selected shall be set out by. 
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